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The birth of Hadrat 0 Ali in the Kall bah

Question: Was Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu 0 anhu born in the Ka'bah? Which Sahabi was born in
the Ka'bah and what was his mother's name?

Answer: There is just one Sahabi by the name of Hakim ibn Hizam radiyallahu 0 anhu who was
born in the Ka'bah.
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rat ‘Ali

ra

d

iyallahu 0 anhu

was not born in the Ka'bah. Rather, he was born close to where Rasulullah
S

allallahu U alayhi wa sallam

was born, in a place called Suq al-Layl.
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‘All ibn Ghanam said: Hakim ibn Hizam was born inside the Ka'bah. His mother entered the
Ka'bah and experienced labour pains there, so she gave birth in the Ka'bah.

Imam Nawawi rahimahullah writes in his commentary to Muslim Sharif:
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One of his merits is that he was born inside the Ka‘bah. The ‘ulama’ say: We do not know of
anyone else who enjoys the same distinction.
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Sharh al-Muhadh-dhab states:
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Hakim ibn Hizam radiyallahu ‘anhu was born inside the Ka'bah. It is not established if anyone
else was born in it.

Al-Badr al-Munir states:
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...As for the narration claiming that ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu was born in it, this is a weak
narration...

Al-lkmal states:
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The following is mentioned in al-Istil ab:
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There are some scholars who wrote — without any chain of transmission — that Hadrat ‘Ali radiy
allahu 0 anhu

was born inside the Ka'bah. In fact, Imam

H

akim
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imahullah

says that it is proven through innumerable narrations that he was born inside the Ka'bah.

The text of Mustadrak-e-Hakim reads as follows:
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In addition to this, ‘Allamah Fakihi (d. 275 A.H.) writes in Akhbar Makkah:
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‘All was the first to be born inside the Ka'bah from the Bantu Hashim.

At-Tarikh al-Qawim makes reference to the place where Hadrat ‘All radiyallahu 0 anhu was
born:
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‘Ali ibn Abr Talib was born in Makkah in Stq al-Layl at the top of the pass. The place of his birth
is close to where Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was born. The distance
between the two places is less than 200 metres.

The Shi‘ah book, I lam al-Wara li A0 lam al-Huda of Aba ‘Ali al-Fadl ibn al-Husayn at-Tabris,
states that
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was born inside the Ka'bah. Similarly,
Manaqib 0 All ibn Abi

T

alib

of Ibn al-Maghazi states that
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was born inside the Ka'bah. However, its chain of transmission is not reliable.

As-Sirah al-Halabiyyah states:

(Arabic text-p. 132)

As regards the name of Hadrat Hakim ibn Hizam’s mother, Tahdhib al-Kamal states:
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His mother is Umm Hakim Fakhitah bint Zuhayr ibn al-Harith...

Al-Isabah states:
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His mother’s name is Safiyyah. Others say that it is Fakhitah or Zaynab bint Zuhayr...

Summary

It is learnt from the above narrations that only one Sahabi was born inside the Ka'bah, and he
is Hakim ibn Hizam radiyallahu U anhu.
His mother’s name is Fakhitah bint Zuhayr. The view that
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was born inside the Ka'bah is extremely weak. It is essentially the view of some Shi‘ahs, but
even their noteworthy books such as

U
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ul al-Kafr

and others do not make mention of it. Our ‘ulama’ say that the correct view is that
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ra
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iyallahu 0 anhu

was not born inside the Ka'bah but at a place called Stq al-Layl which is close to where
Rasdulullah

S

allallahu U alayhi wa sallam

was born. Allah

tal ala

knows best.
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