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Question: Why is Hadrat Abu Bakr radiyallahu 0 anhu referred to as Siddiq (the truthful one)? |
have heard from some people that he was the first one to affirm the Mi‘raj, and this is why he is
known as Siddig. If this is
correct, he ought to be known as Mu

S

addiq (the one who affirms). The word

S

iddiq is the hyperbole of

S

adiq. Please clarify.

Answer: Hadrat Abl Bakr radiyallahu U anhu was given the title of Siddig on account of the
incident of Mi‘raj. The following is related in

Mustadrak-e-

H

akim
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‘N’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha narrates: When Rasilullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was taken on
the night journey to al-Musjid al-Aq sa,
people began discussing the event. Some people believed Rasulullah

S

allallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and affirmed it. They conveyed this information to Abt Bakr ra

d

iyallahu ‘anhu and asked him: “Did you hear your friend claiming that he was taken to Bayt
al-Maqdis at night?” He asked: “Did he really say that?” They replied: “Yes.” He said: “If he said
it then he certainly spoke the truth.” They asked: “Do you believe that he went to Bayt al-Maqdis
at night and returned before the break of dawn?” He replied: “Yes. | believe in and affirm
something which appears more far-fetched than that. | believe that he receives revelation from
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the heavens in just a part of the morning or part of the evening.” This is why Abl Bakr was
named

S

iddiq.

Just as Siddiq is the hyperbole of Sadiq, it is also used in the meaning of Musaddiq. The
following is stated in
Lisan al{l Arab
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In the Qur'an the word kadhibah is used in the meaning of mukadh-dhibah. In the same way,

the word Siddiq in its
mujarrad

[4]

form gives the meaning of Mu

S

addiq in the

maczid fihi

[5]

form.

Tafsir Baydawi says in this regard:
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Tafsir Abi as-Sal dad-
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The person who is meant in the verse: 010000 00 000 00000 is the same who is referred to in
the verse 00000 00000. Thus, the wordkadhibah is used in the meaning of mukadh-dhibah. In
the same way, according to one view, the word

S

iddig comes in the meaning of Mu

S

addiqg. Allah

tal ala

knows best
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[4] The first stem of a verb.
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[5] The latter stems of a verb.
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