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Question: Some people consider it wrong to use the word “Sayyiduna” (our master) for

Rasulullah sallallahu 0 alayhi wa sallam. What is their proof for it? Is it permissible to
apply it to Rasulullah sallallahu U alayhi wa
sallam ?

Answer: Those who consider it wrong to use the word “Sayyiduna” for Rasulullah sallallahu
0 alayhi wa sallam
present the following narration as proof:

.0oooo oooo oooo obooo bOo bOooOD oooo ooob oobo 000 oo0 00 bOoobOo 000 00O 000 Oooooo oo
g0 oobooo oooboo 0000 DOODO oDOODOO DOOOD DOCOO0OD OO0O ODOOD 0ODOO oDOD DOODOOD DOO
0000000 bODOODOOD DO0 DoOoe oga]

000 0bo0 bOooD 0obo oooooo oooo obooobo Oobooo oooo oooboo DO 0000 OO 00D 0000 00 DOo Do
ooo o0 ooobo obo ooooooooo ooooobooD ooob ooboooD 0oOCOO DOOOD OODO 00 bOOD 000U ODOO
L0000 00000000 D000 000000 OO0 O0O0OGO 0O 000 000 pOCCOD D20

It appears from the above Ahadith that Rasulullah sallallahu U alayhi wa sallam disliked for the
word “Sayyiduna” to be applied to him and that he stopped people from using it for him.
However, the ‘ulama’ provide several answers for this.

0 Aun al-Mal bud:
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Badhl al-Majhid:-
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The essence of the above answers is as follows:

1. The real chief and real master whose rule encompasses everyone  and everything is
none other than Allah tall ala. This word is used  figuratively for Rasulullah sallallahu
0 alayhi wa sallam

2. Rasulullah sallallahu U alayhi wa sallam stopped  them from addressing him with this
word out of humility. This is similar ~ to when a person approaches an assembly of people and
they stand up for ~ him. Although it is permissible to stand up, the person could stop them
out of his own humility.

3. Rasulullah sallallahu U alayhi wa sallam stopped ~ them to prevent them from going
beyond the bounds in praising him.

4. This prohibition is abrogated by Rasulullah’s other statements ~ which were made later
on.

The word “Sayyid” has been used for others apart from Allah tal a/4 in the Qur'an and Hadith.
Allah ta
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0ala
says:
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Allah gives you the glad tidings of Yahya...who shall be a leader (sayyid), who will not approach
women, and will be a Prophet from the righteous ones. [

8]
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They both encountered her husband (sayyid) at the door. [9]
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Abl Sa'id al-Khudr rahimahullah said: When the Banu Qurayzah agreed to accept the terms
laid down by Sa'd ibn Mu‘adh...Rasulullah

S

allallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: Stand up before your leader (sayyid).
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Jabir ibn ‘Abdillah said: ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu used to say: Abu Bakr is our leader (sayyid)
and he freed our leader (sayyid), i.e. Bilal ra diyallahu ‘anhu.
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Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman said: My mother asked me...He gave me the glad tidings that Hasan
and H
usayn shall be the leaders (sayyids) of the youth of Paradise and that Fa

t

imah shall be the leader (sayyidah) of the women of Paradise.
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AbU Bakrah narrates: Rasulullah sallallahu “alayhi wa sallam climbed the pulpit to address the
people. Hasan ibn ‘Al radiyallahu ‘anhu climbed onto him.
So Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam hugged him to his chest and kissed him, and said: “This son of mine is a leader (sayyid).
Allah ta‘ala may use him to reconcile two groups.
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Abu Hurayrah radiyallahu ‘anhu narrates that Rasdlullah sallallahu “alayhi wa sallam said: | am
the leader (sayyid) of the progeny of Adam on the day of Resurrection. | will be the first whose
grave will be split open, the first one to intercede and the first whose intercession will be
accepted.
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Quraymah bint Hamam said: | was with ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha when a woman asked her
about dying with henna. She said: My master (sayyid)

S

allallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam used to dislike its smell...

4/8


#_ftn12
#_ftn13
#_ftn14
#_ftn15

Applying the word “Sayyiduna” to Rasulullah sallallahu [ alayhi wa sallam

gooooo bobooo obooooob 0o oooobo 0o ooboo oo oboo 000 oobooo o0 bOOO oboo 00 oooodg...
gooo boooboo booob ooooo oooo booob oo booo :boo DOOD 0O 000D DO 000 Ooooo booboooo
00000 00 000000 OoOC0 OoDoope]

The Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum asked: “O Rasulullah! Who is the Sayyid?” He replied: “He is
Yusuf ibn Ya'qub ibn Is- haq ibn Ibrahim ‘alayhimus salam.” They asked: “Is
there a Sayyid in your ummat?” He replied: “Indeed. He is the one whom Allah ta‘ala blessed
with wealth, is extremely forbearing, is grateful for what he has, and people have very few
complaints against him.”
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Every human is a sayyid. The husband is the sayyid with respect to his house members. The
woman is a sayyidah with respect to her house members.
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Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said with reference to Sa‘d ibn ‘Ubadah: “Listen to what
this sayyid of ours has to say.” Another narration states: “Look at your sayyid.”
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Umm ad-Darda’ radiyallahu ‘anha said with reference to her husband: “My sayyid Aba
ad-Darda’ related to me.”

The word “Sayyid” is used in various meanings:
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Allah tall ala knows best.
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[8] Sarah Al ‘Imran, 3: 39.

[9] Sdrah Yusuf, 12: 25.
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